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THE

GOOD FARMER.

Mn. WISEMAN, \vlio was a re-

spectable farmer' in our village, was

once a poor boy, but always indus-

trious ;
and I have heard Mr. Love-

good say, that lie at one time lived

with him, and attended his cows,

and that he was always first out of

bed in a morning, so chearful through
the day, and so willing to do what-



ever his master wished him, or that

lie knew was proper to be done, that

he scarcely could find his equal.
lie afterwards was made stable boy,

and cleaned the horses, when hesome-
times had a few pence given him for

his attention to the noble animals, by
Mr. Lovegood's friends, who came
to see him, which he usually gave his

mother, to assist her to maintain his

Jittle brothers and sisters, as his father

died when he was very young.
Thomas, at length, got the good-

will of his master, by his industrious

behaviour, who often sent him to ir
*



ket with his cart and horse, instead of

going himself, as he was rather infirm,
and often very lame : which gave
Thomas an opportunity of seeing
much more of the world than he

otherwise would, and prepared him
For better tim^s, that Providence had
all ')! ted for him.

He one day, in famine: hy <he end

of Mr. Friendlv's house, found some
rude boys tormenting a poor little

bird, which he, to prevent, bought
r>f them for a penny, and taking it

home, found it to be a young linnet,

\vhich he gave to his mistress, who



put it in a cage ; 1 do assure you a

nice singing bird it was, when a littlo

older, and used to the confinement,
and so tame, that it would sometimes
take its food out of Mrs. Lovegood's
hand.

Mr. Friendly perceiving the steadi-

ness of his behaviour, a short time

after put him into a farm he had then

vacant, and lent him money that lie

might improve the bad state of the

land, for tfieir mutual advantage, as

the last tenant was a very idle fanner,

\vith whom, of course, the crops did

not thrive well-.



Thomas, who in future we will

call Mr. Wiseman, as soon as he
was settled in the farm, took his poor
mother, with his brothers and sisters,

home ! after which, she used to take

the butter and eggs to market, and
the little ones did what they could on
the farm

; but they had contracted a

very lazy habit, and, owing to their

former dirty appearance, no one
would employ them. I would always
advise children to keep themselves

clean, as, whether poor or not, they
will then be respected.
About this time, he used to visit an



honest neighbouring farmer, whose

daughter. lie shortly after married :

In about a year afterwards they had a

daughter, but his amiable wife \vas

very ill for a -long time : the first

thing she did after she recovered,
was to return thanks that- Almighty
God had been pleased to spare herlife,
to be a furthev blessing to her h usband,
and a tender mother to her child.

One of Mr. Wiseman's sisters used

to take out the child into the tields,

for the benefit of the air, and in the

summer time, would attend the inno-

cent sheep, and nurse her little niece



for many hours together, while Mrs.

Wiseman and the others attended the

dairy and the business at home.

Mr. Wiseman, by this time, with

good and industrious management,

got the farm in a thriving condition,

and it often produced almost twice as

much as when the former tenant had

it, who permitted his children to run

about the streets or fields, instead of

being at work, by which means they
learned idle and mischievous liabi's,

and one day had, as they deserved, a

severe Hogging for beating uwd teasing

a poor ass, instead of being at school.



His brother William was now Mr.
Wiseman's shepherd, who taught
his dog to collect the sheep together,
as well as he could have done himself,
and with much less trouble; indeed

it was pleasing to see him run sea in-

juring^across the field, when he was

fold, as if he had really understood

what William said to him, and lie

would perform many pranks, such

as begging,- shouldering a stick,

fetch and carry, &c.
William was a very good shepherd,

and took great care of the flock ; he

received some prizes from the Society



of Farmers (who unite to reward merit)
for bis prudent management of the

sheep. He attracted the notice of

Farmer Luckless, and one da YJ as he
was smoking his pipe at the window,
as \Yilliam passed by, unhandsomely
offered him more wages than he re-

ceived from his brother Mr. Wise-

man, if he would become his ser-

vant, but he very properly refused

the offer, saying, he could not think

of doing such an act, without the

consent and advice of a brother who
had brought him up so kindly,
when he could not help himself.



Jane, one of his sisters, Was house-

maul, and attended to all the little

concerns of the house Mrs. Wiseman
thought proper to set her about,
without repining ; she was usually

up first in the morning, had cleaned

the house, filled the kettle, and got
the breakfast ready, before her brother

and sister were up.
Mary, Mr. Wiseman's little daugh-

ter, was by this time about three

years old, and could run about and
talk very prettily ; but her mother
t a light her to say her prayers every

night and morning, always took her



to church with them, and ElHowed

her to attend at family prayeis,
She learnt, to play on the spinet when
ji little older, (see the frontispiece.)
Her mamma, too, always taught her

to relieve the distress of her fellow-

creatures, as far as she was able.

One day, her mamma gave her a

penny, as she was going to take a

walk into tin? fields with her aunt
Jane ; and, on returning home, she

saw a poor blind man and his dog,

sitting by the way side begging,
when, instead of spending her numey
a* old dame Gingerbread's shop, she



gave her money to tbe poor man,
who she thought had more need of it.

li was nearly dusk when they re-

turned home, after amusing them-
selves in the fields tor some time, and
as they passed the magpie public

house, they saw Dick Redhose come
out staggering, with his wile and
Tom Fillpot the publican supporting
him ; it was indeed very wicked for

him to be at the ale house so much,
instead of being at work, when his

family required his assistance for

their maintenance.

Mr. and Mrs. Wiseman went 011



well for many years, their family in-

creased, they were loved by all their

neighbours and friends, their crops,

by good management, were in general

very plentiful, their flocks prospered,
and they became rich and retired from

business, leaving William, who had

always lived with them, in possession
of the farm : they lived to see their

family grown up, were respected by
all who knew them, and were pro-
verbial for goodness throughout the

surrounding country.

THE END.
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